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President's Block
+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~
President's Letter

Happy New Year!

As 2022 begins there are so many possibilities everywhere. The January 4,

2022, Zoom Business Meeting will be at 10:00 am (Zoom Link forthcoming); the
Firehall will not be opened. However, during the Zoom meeting the Board will
present the option to move to a Hybrid Meeting, and it's important that you be
present to help make the decision.

I miss everyone's lively conversations and contributions to the SQU Chapter; it's
so difficult to lead a group without input. Therefore, there will also be a survey to
get inputs from all members to help the Board move the Chapter forward with
programs and other opportunities. Please look for it in the near future.

The Quilters Studio has donated fabric to SQU for charity work. They have been
so generous in supporting us over the years, and I'm so grateful for
their generosity. Jan 25, 2022, is designated for Charity Works, and there will
be a program in the Firehall to distribute a quilt pattern (TBD) and fabric to
create pillowcases and/or charity quilts. Please mark that date on your calendar
and let us know if you are willing to support this effort. This will be discussed
further at the Jan 4 Business Meeting.

So many opportunities lay before us in 2022. Take a moment and consider what
you would like to participate in with SQU. Is there a class you'd want to take, or
a quilter's trunk show you'd like to see? Is there a skill you'd like to share with
SQU? And there is always a need for support in the many activities held
throughout the year, please consider volunteering, and join the fun that is SQU.

I am eager to move forward with you all on our quilting journeys. Be safe out
there!

Judy Bell, President
Springfield Quilters Unlimited
~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+

The December Social was a success!
We had 29 members in the Firehall and 13 on Zoom, where we had two
games - Pictionary and SQU Survey – with teams of a mix of Firehall and Zoom
members working together. The lunch delivery was easier than anticipated, and
delicious. We had 12 random drawings for prizes, for both Firehall and Zoom
attendees. The best part was to see all the holiday wear and accessories that
brought us all cheer – so creative too! We look forward to our next hybrid event,
knowing that it is technically possible. Thank you to all who attended!
~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~
Charity Event January 25, 2022

We made 19 Scrappy Trips quilts last year. SQU has received a generous
donation of 62 yards of fabric from Quilter's Studio to be used for charity
work. Some of the fabric is suitable for pillowcases, and some is suitable for
quiltmaking. The Charity Event will be discussed at the Jan 4, Business
Meeting. There is a need for a volunteer to coordinate, distribute and monitor
this effort. Please contact Judy Bell, or raise your hand at the Zoom Business
Meeting if you are interested in supporting this event.

This Quilting Community Service Project will support Operation Homefront,
Hopes and Dreams Quilts for ALS, and Quilts of Valor. Some of the fabric will

be used to support the Echo Pillowcase effort.

The plan, at this time, is to meet during the Sit & Sew Tuesday, Jan 11, to
choose a pattern(s), and to cut quilt kits as well as pillowcase kits.

Here are 2 options for consideration as a Community Service Project.

1. Last year SQU's Community Service Project was Bonnie Hunter's free
pattern “Scrappy Trips Around The World.” The SQU Chapter made 12 of these
quilts that were distributed to various charities around the area. This is a picture
of the quilt block, and the instructions are free on Quiltville under Free
Patterns.(https://quiltville.blogspot.com)

2. Amy Smart, has another free quilt pattern, Lone Star, available
at https://www.diaryofaquilter.com/easy-lone-star-crib-quilt-tutorial.
Perhaps you recall Sandra Israel's version:

If you have a simple quilt to suggest, please suggest it at the next Business
Meeting. Thanks for your support!

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~

PROGRAM NOTES

Zoom Sit and Sew option will be available weekly starting in January. It will
open at 9:30 AM -noon on all the days that Sit and Sew meets at the Fire
Station. Meet for social and quilting connections. Share your projects in
progress, Bucket list groups can meet in a separate chat room if you like, mostly
we just want to see your face, catch up and connect.

Program meeting, January 18, 2022 10:00 am
How to Choose Quilt Designs presented by Diane Henry
Ever felt the overwhelming burden of having to decide what to quilt where on a
project and don’t know where to start? So many decisions: E2E, B2B, SID,
dropping blocks—sometimes it can feel like you’re reading a coded message
without a key! Join professional quilter and Handi Quilter National Educator,
Diane Henry, as she walks you through her step-by-step process for deciding
what to quilt where on her customer’s quilts and her own projects.
PM Workshop: Free Motion Quilting Fun – 12:30 pm
($25 fee payable to SQU, mail to Joan Mayer @ 8144 Halleck Pl,
Springfield, VA 22151)
You know what designs you want to apply to your quilt- you just don’t know how
to get the design stitched out! Follow Diane Henry’s approach to free motion
quilting on a stationary long-arm or domestic machines or even frame-based
quilting on a moveable machine! Learn how simple tools and tricks plus the best
kept secret in quilting can turn you from simple meander quilting to stunning
finished work.
Advance prep: Machine in good working order with needles, thread and 3-4 fat

quarter samples prepped with batting.Plenty of light and an extension table is
great if you have it. Make one side dark and one side light in read as solid
fabrics so all marking tools will work. Gather Pounce pads, stencils, chalk, blue
washout, Frixion, stencils (even hand quilting stencils) and Golden Threads
paper if you have it. A handout will be provided to student with the class Zoom
link

*Students who will be attending in person will be provided additional directions in
a separate email.

Please look at the updated Calendar at the end of the newsletter. All workshops
are open for enrollment and fees are being accepted by Joan Mayer at the
address above. Springfield chapter members only for Diane Henry’s workshop
but your friends from other chapters are welcome to sign up for any classes that
have openings one month before the scheduled class. At this point all scheduled
workshops are scheduled to be held via Zoom.

This is the link for our Zoom Bee Sit and Sew. Drop in and chat, ask a question,
share your progress on quilting projects.

Join Zoom Bee Sit and Sew Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7623448789?pwd=VFlOMW5WVlRvdHllYVpvQTlGa2xhdz09
Meeting ID: 762 344 8789
Passcode: quilts
+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~

BUCKET LIST UPDATE

SQU wants to help you make the quilt you want in 2022!

So far, I have received input from sixteen of our members. We have a wide
array of choices already, with only a little overlap. While the patterns chosen so
far are all unique, I am seeing some potential groupings by skill required (ie,
hand piecing, paper piecing), fabric (Kaffe, scrappy) and challenge (how to
manage a significant number of pieces). Please click here to review the
chart and see if you would like to join any of these groups based on the pattern,
artist, type fabric, skills or challenging aspect. Or, submit your own as we can
always add more!

Joan Mayer has volunteered to help us set up Zoom break out sessions so that
groups can coordinate and encourage each other from home if you don’t want to
meet at the Fire Hall. I cannot express how motivating and helpful I have found
periodically meeting in small groups to be. Please take advantage of this
opportunity!

If you have already made one of the quilts listed feel you could help advise
members, please let me know. A few of our members have let me know they
can be an advisor, and I know everyone will appreciate their help. I know I
do! Note: the chart doesn’t show all the advisors.
Everyone, please send me your input by the New Year with “Bucket List” in your
email subject line. If possible, please send a picture to both me and Cheryl
Blum. We will show the pictures at the business meeting to help encourage

members to join the fun!

Looking forward to helping you make the quilt you want in the New Year!

Lynn Munch
llmunch@cox.net

FINISHING SCHOOL

Finishing School numbers are as follows:
September = #4
October = #6
November = #9
December = #5
January = #3

Donna, donnack@verizon.net.

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+
DOOR PRIZES
The good news this year is that Sandra Israel is giving
out door prizes. She will randomly draw names from attendees at the Zoom
Business Meeting. You must be present to win. Prizes can be picked up at
the Firehall on Sit and Sew Tuesday’s.****
~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+

SHOW AND TELL
Show and Tell returns this year via Zoom. Cheryl Blum has volunteered to
continue the Show and Tell slide shows. Send pictures to Cheryl
(Blumc354@gmail.com), by the Sunday before the SQU Business
Meeting. Include pertinent information: Quilter’s name, pattern name, quilted by,
etc.

Cheryl would love the pictures with time to spare.
~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+
*All program presentations and workshops will be Zoom format until
further notice.

The SQU Board is working toward holding Hybrid meetings and notifications will
be sent out to advise you of the availability of this type of meeting.

CALENDAR

January 18 : Diane Henry Quilting Design
Presentation @ 10:00am Diane will share her knowledge as a long arm quilt
designer and teacher on choosing designs that enhance your quilt whether you
send it off to a long arm quilter or execute the designs on your domestic
machine.
Class: 1-4pm Design and Free Motion Quilting
The afternoon half day class will practice techniques ($25.00 payable to SQU via
mail or drop off Joan Mayer at the fire station). This is a special event with
several of our members already signed on to participate with Diane in her studio.

The rest of us will be working at home via Zoom on our own machines. Be sure
to set up your machines early so you will be ready to sew along.

February 22-24 Quilt Camp

March 15: Tina Craig EPP vs FPP
Workshop : EPP for Beginners 1-4 pm $25.

April 19: Nancy Hershberger
Workshop : Quilting with Water 1-4 pm $25.

May 17: Kevin Womack, trunk show
Workshop in pm- TBA

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+

Springfield Quilters Meeting Dates Through June 2022

This calendar is provided for your convenience in planning your Tuesday SQU
activities

Springfield Quilters Unlimited holds meetings on Tuesday’s. Business and
Program Meetings are held via Zoom. Details for the Program dates are found in
the Program Notes

Sit & Sews are held at the Greater Springfield Volunteer Fire Department

(GSVFD) at 7011 Backlick Rd. Per Fairfax County Guidelines, masks are
required.

The SQU Board is working toward holding Hybrid meetings and notifications will
be sent out via email to advise you of the availability of this type of meeting.

Date
1/4/2022
1/11/2022
1/18/2022
1/25/2022
2/1/2022
2/8/2022
2/15/2022
2/22 - 2/24 /2022
3/1/2022
3/8/2022
3/15/2022
3/22/2022
3/29/2022
4/5/2022
4/12/2022
4/19/2022
4/26/2022
5/3/2022
5/10/2022
5/17/2022
5/24/2022
5/31/2022
6/7/2022
6/14/2022
6/21/2022
6/28/2022

Activity
Business Meeting (ZOOM Only)
Sit & Sew
Program: Diane Henry (ZOOM Only)
Charity Event (watch for email)
Business Meeting
Sit & Sew
Sit & Sew
Quilt Camp
Business Meeting
Sit & Sew
Program: Tina Craig
Sit & Sew
Sit & Sew
Business Meeting
Sit & Sew
Program: Nancy Hershberger
Sit & Sew
Business Meeting
Sit & Sew
Program: Kevin Womack
Sit & Sew
Sit & Sew
Business Meeting
Sit & Sew
Picnic
Sit & Sew

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~

FALL RETREAT UPDATE
Fall Retreat
We will be gathering at the Clagget Center again next October, the dates will be:
10/11/2022. - 10/16/2022. Registration opened on November 2 and currently
there is a waiting list. I do not have the contract yet from Claggett so I don’t
know what the price will be. We do have two rooms again and the price always
goes up a little..

You can also mail me a check to 7368 Burke Meadow Dr.Fairfax Station. VA
22039

Any questions, my phone is: 703-323-6948 or email Joquilter@aol.com

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+
2021/2022 MEMBERSHIP UPDATE FROM NANCY MOORE

If you know of anyone who would like to join in on the fun, please share the link
for the SQU Membership form, or have them contact me.

Have you renewed your membership? If not, please do so ASAP. For the
membership form, click here -----> FORM

Pass the Word - SQU is Where the Fun Is!

Nancy Moore
SQU Membership Chair

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+
QUILT CAMP
Quilt camp is right around the corner. Mark your calendars for February 22, 23
and 24. Camp will again be virtual, and we are excited to present the lineup of
sessions.
•

Make a book pillow – Tonda Hunsinger

•

How to spiral quilt – Sandra Israel

•

Make a tiny treasure basket- Michelle Stolte

•

Skip the binding and face your quilt- Nancy Moore

•

Make a quilt as you go table runner – Anne Beebe

•

Bucket List presentation and breakout sessions -Lynn Munch

Look for a complete schedule and supply list to be sent out on February first so
that you have plenty of time to shop. See you then.

Cheryl and Tonda

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+
QUILTING FOR OTHERS -

OPERATION HOMEFRONT:
Operation Homefront will not be holding any large baby showers until sometime

in Spring 2022. That being said, they do distribute baby bundles at military
hospitals on an as-needed basis for the young military families. Please continue
to make appropriate quilts as you desire, but there is no rush on completion. I
will next collect quilts and other items in January.
~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+
HOPES AND DREAMS QUILT CHALLENGE FOR ALS:
Last year it was suggested that we begin making and sending lap quilts to
Quilters Dream in Virginia Beach for their Hope and Dreams Quilts for
ALS. Most of the quilts are distributed to ALS patients. Larger quilts are
appreciated as well, and some of the donated quilts are listed for sale in their
Etsy site for fundraising for ALS research. I would like to offer this program as
an alternative for those of you who enjoy making smaller quilts for community
service. The minimum size for the ALS quilts is 35" x 44". The website, for
more information is https://www.quiltersdreambatting.com/hopesanddreams. I can
collect and make arrangements for delivery of the quilts to the Virginia Beach
office. Contact Julia Renken for more information.
~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+
PILLOWCASES FOR ECHO:
Linda Moggio is our point-of-contact for kits and delivering pillowcases for the
ECHO Holiday Shop.
~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+
QUILTS OF VALOR:
Tonda Hunsinger is our chapter point-of-contact for our effort to provide Quilts of
Valor for the nationwide program. Please contact her for further information.

- Julia Renken
.~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+

Springfield Quilters Unlimited Chapter Information

Quilters Unlimited of Virginia includes 11 chapters of which the Springfield
Chapter (SQU) is one. See page #2 for additional details on Quilters
Unlimited and the other chapters.

SQU meets on Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. year-round at the Bingo Hall of the
Greater Springfield Volunteer Fire Department at 7011 Backlick Road,
Springfield, VA. Our motto is "Springfield QU -Where the Fun is!" Our goal
is to encourage the quilting arts without judging the quilt or the quilter.

COVID adjustments are noted in red.

Our Monthly Schedule (September – May)
1st Tuesday of the month - Business meeting and In-House Programs Officers and committee chairs report on their activities and the in-house
program committee presents the learning program and/or activity for the
month. Currently via Zoom, link will be sent by Email.
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month – Sit & Sew Meetings - also known as
"Off Tuesdays." They are informal gatherings of members who bring their
own projects to sit and sew, help others with quilt basting, and generally
share experiences, books, magazines, pattern ideas, gadget knowledge,
tips and trends that evolve around our passion for "all things quilts." Off
Tuesday meetings are very informal. Masks are required for attendance.

3rd Tuesday of the month - Program Meeting - the program may be a trunk
show, lecture, or slide show. Some programs are presented by local
quilters and others by nationally known teachers. There may also be an
afternoon workshop by our speaker, following the meeting or a full day
workshop the following day. The workshop pricing is announced with the
registration information. Workshops are currently via Zoom, link will be sent
by Email.

5th Tuesday of the month - On these "bonus" days (2 or 3 a year) our
"Quilting for Others" Chairperson(s) usually organizes a workshop
dedicated to a designated charitable project/recipient organization. The
organizations SQU supports change from time to time in order to share
our efforts to many worthy causes. Currently suspended due to
COVID. Charitable efforts continue and are coordinated by email.
~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+

Tip of the month
What do you use large, see through, medicine bottles for? Here are the
responses I got.

*After I remove any labels, I use old prescription bottles to hold bent and broken
needles so they don’t hurt anyone handling the trash—especially me. (3 people)

*I put used rotary blades in a large one, and used machine needles and bent
pins and needles in a smaller one.

* Use it to hold filled bobbins for retreat or classes Hold spool of thread with
needle when traveling or for hand projects Hold buttons, beads or trims for
projects

*Use it for my snap making kit and snaps
*Store small pooka shells that my daughter had in a necklace…you never know
when a pooka shell need occurs. (haha!!)

Do you have a tip of the month? Send it to Arla at Arlafp1@gmail.com so she can
put it into the newsletter.

Sunshine Corner
Let’s bring some cheer to our members! If you know of any SQU members in
need of a Get Well or Sympathy card, please let Ann Littleton know at
ann.littleton@DSALLC.net or by phone 703-627-6077. “We don’t have to light up
the whole world, just our little part of the world.”(Unknown)

This month's birthdays
and Special Events

1/1 Nicki Brown
1/5 Patrice Mull
1/6 Barbara Delaney
1/7 Arla Albers
1/16 Tashera Hickox
1/20 Joan Mayer
1/21 Sandra Israel
1/23 Rachel Childress
1/24 Juanita Golden
1/25 Carol Valent
1/26 Rhonda Brown
1/27 Dotty White
1/28 Judy Shapleigh
OUR BOARD AND VOLUNTEERS
•

Board Members
President – Judy Bell
Vice President – Joan Mayer
Treasurer – Lois Slade
Secretary – Janette Doucette
Nominating Chair – Michelle Stolte

Committee Chairpersons
Auction – New Chairperson Needed
Coffee –Nancy Vogel
Door Prizes – Sandra Israel

Fall Retreat – Joan McGowan
Farewell Blocks – Cynthia Johnson-Dailey
In house programs – Linda Heller
Membership – Nancy Moore
Quilt Camp – Tonda Hunsinger and Cheryl Blum
QU Boutique - Joyce Keating and Nicki Brown
Quilt Show Rep - New Chairperson Needed
Quilting for Others - Julia Renken
Operation Homefront – Julia Renken
Mainstreet – Lisa Langlais
Quilts of Valor – Tonda Hunsinger
Pillowcases for ECHO – Linda Moggio
Refreshments – Barb Sherwood
Spring Retreat – Lisa Langlais
•

Sunshine – Ann Littleton
WEB Page Contact, SQU to Big QU – Julia Renken
Yard Sale – New Chairperson Needed

FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
If you have suggestions for the newsletter, either format, content or
otherwise, please let me know. Arlafp1@gmail.com . Have a tip of the
month? I'd love to have new ideas.
Arla Albers

