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Happy New Year Reston Quilters,
When we think of the new year, we start coming up with resolutions like completing our UFOs. It is
tempting to go online to find a fabric or longarm service that is low-priced, but it may be better to use
our local services first. For me, I like going to a quilt shop and seeing the color and quality of the
fabric. (Dare I say that I pet fabric?) Please consider shopping locally in 2019 — especially since
this year The Quilt Patch has closed and Kelly Anne’s is having a Semi-Retirement going out of business sale beginning this month. If you participated in the Shop Hop at Jinny Beyer’s and Bears Paw
last October, you received coupons that you can use this month.
In other news, Lynn Barr and Judy Belko did make a very fun December potluck. I understand the
decorations were clever, the entertainment was fun, and the food was yummy. Good job, all around!
In this new year, we should look forward to several new projects and workshops. For example, I
have signed up for the Debby Kratovil workshop on January 12th. I highly recommend attending this
workshop, as she gave us a fantastic lecture this year and had many helpful tips. There is still room
so I encourage you to sign up!
Additionally, now is the time to get your quilts completed to put into the quilt show for the end of February. I want to bring special attention to our chapter challenge, “Something Else,” as we would like
to have as many participants as possible. I hope everyone is working hard on our chapter challenge,
“Something Else.”
Lastly, if you are trying to do something charitable for your New Year’s resolution, I have two suggestions. First, the Friday Bee on Jan. 11 is working on breast cancer pillows for the Loudoun Hospital Oncology Unit. Second, I suggest getting involved in a charity group called Joshua’s Hands
that several of our members are involved in. They have two fun events every year and even have a
longarm you can try out. One event is this month. Please put Joshua’s Hands Valiant Warrior Quilting Event—Jan 18-27, 2019 — on your calendar. It is great for camaraderie and learning. Look for
details on the last page of this newsletter.
Thanks,
Jenny Eccleston
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2017-2018 Reston QU Officers & Committee Chairs
Officers:
President: Jennifer Eccleston

Treasurer: Laura Bellis

Vice President: Judy Impellizzeri

Nominating: Terry Peckarsky

Secretary: Judy Belko

Barbara Stamps

Committee Chairs:
Auction (2019): Judy Impellizzeri

Newsletter Editor: Dana Brewer

Audit Books: Carol Campanola

Newsletter Mailer: Judy Belko

Block of the Month: Preeti Harris

“No Frills” Retreats: Gayle Maisel

Boutique Coordinator: Jan Withers

Rebecca Owen

Community Service: Jeanne Culbert

Outreach Coordinator: Jennifer Eccleston

December Potluck: Lynn Barr

Photo Directory: Marcie Tuggle

Judy Belko
Donation Quilt: TBD

Prize Patrol: Susan Clark
Programs: Virginia Hodge

Facebook Curator: John Trundle

Gayle Maisel

Friday Bee: Dana Brewer

Judy Monaghan

Betty Sullivan
Greeters: Barbara Stamps

Quilt Collector: Brenda Maas
Quilt Show Rep/Job Lead (Set Up/Take Down)

Terry Peckarsky
June Potluck: Jan Withers

Judy Impellizzeri
Saturday Sew-Ins: Gayle Maisel

Library: Carol Campanola
Meet the Quilter: Dorry Emmer

Rebecca Owen
Spring Retreat: Lynn Barr

Membership: Liz Driggers

Attention Items
•

Sign up for Debbie Kratovil’s class on Jan 12

•

The 3rd installment payment for the Spring Retreat is due on Jan. 22

•

Sign-up for MJ Kinman workshop with McLean begins Jan. 22.

•

The Jan. 11 Bee at the Govt. Center will make Breast Cancer pillows and needs more polyester fiberfill (not batting).
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Reston QU 2018-2019 Calendar

Date
1/5/2019

Day
Saturday

Time
10am-6pm

Activity (*fee to attend)
Saturday Sew-In

Location
Reston Library

1/11/2019

Friday

10am-3 pm

Friday Bee (Breast Cancer Pillows focus)

North County Government Center, Room A

1/12/2019

Saturday

10am-4pm

Debby Kratovil Workshop,
"Modern Vortex Quilt"*

1/22/2019

Tuesday

7:30pm

Rm 107, United Christian
Parish, 11508 North
Shore Dr., Reston
Hexies in History with Mary Kerr Buzz Aldrin

1/25/2019

Friday

10am-3pm

Friday Bee

Herndon Library

2/8/2019

Friday

10am-3pm

Friday Bee

North County Government Center, Room A

2/12/2019

Tuesday

7:30pm

Begin sign-ups for MJ Kinman
Workshop on Mar. 27

Buzz Aldrin

2/16/2019

Saturday

10am-6pm

Saturday Sew-in

Reston YMCA (across
from Target)

2/26/2019

Tuesday

7:30pm

2/28/2019

Thursday

10am-3pm

So Who Are You Anyway? Trunk Buzz Aldrin
Show with Bonnie Rhoby
Friday Bee on Thursday
Herndon Library

2/28/2019

Thursday

TBA

Friday

10am-3pm

Last day to register quilts for
Spring Show (and get photographed)
Friday Bee

3/23/2019

Saturday

10am-6pm

Sew-In

Great Falls Library

3/26/2019

Tuesday

7:30pm

Diamond Divas and Drama
Buzz Aldrin
Queens - Colored Gemstones as
Design Inspiration Lecture with
MJ Kinman*$40

3/27/2019

Wednesday

9am-4pm

4/12/2019

Friday

Bite-Sized Gem Quilts Workshop TBD
with MJ Kinmann -- Joint with
McLean QU*
Friday Bee
North County Government Center, Room A

4/23/2019

Tuesday

3/8/2019

10am-3pm
7:30pm

4/25-28/2019 Thurs - Sunday

North County Government Center, Room A

Auction or TBD

Buzz Aldrin

Spring Retreat*

Bon Secours Retreat &
Conf. Ctr., Marriottsville,
MD
North County Government Center, Room A

10am-3pm

Friday Bee

5/28/2019 Tuesday

7:30pm

Hopefully What's New at Market

Buzz Aldrin

5/30/2019 Thursday

TBA

Setup for Quilt Show

Dulles Expo Center

Spring QU Quilt Show

Dulles Expo Center

Friday Bee

North County Government Center, Room A

No Frills Retreat*

Hyatt Place, Sterling

No Frills Retreat*

Hyatt Place, Sterling

5/9/2019 Friday

5/31-6/2/2019 Friday-Sunday
6/14/2019

10am-3pm
Friday

7/12-14/2019 Friday-Sunday 10am- ???
10/25-27/2019 Friday-Sunday 10am - ???
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Community Service: On-going Projects
Jeanne Culbert, Lead
NICU Quilts. During our Charity Night on Nov. 27, we worked on NICU quilts. These small quilts
cover the tops of isolettes to shield babies’ eyes from the bright lights. We completed all the kits
that were available. Thank you for your overwhelming support.
Completed quilts will be delivered to Fairfax and Fair Oaks hospitals.
Breast Cancer Pillows. We will be making breast cancer pillows at the Friday Bee in January at
the North County Government Center (across from Reston library). Although we have 15 bags of
polyester fiber fill, we could use additional bags. We could also use pink or breast cancer fabric.
Completed pillows will be delivered to Loudoun County Hospital’s Oncology Unit.
On-going Projects. We will continue to support “Youth Matters” with baby quilts used at a summer
camp. I also make up kits for the NICU and wheelchair quilts, and you can pick up new kits or drop
off completed items at the first meeting of every month. Just look for my blue suitcase in the back
of the room. If you see quilts draped on chairs at the back of the room, they are completed charity
items. We are always looking for volunteers with long arm machines to quilt the completed tops.

Spring Retreat: New Location, New Procedures
Our Spring Retreat will be held at a new location, Bon Secours Retreat and Conference Center in
Marriottsville, MD. This new location has different rules than our previous location. The new place
works more like a hotel than the previous place. That is, if you check in on Thursday night, you will
have access to the sewing room on Thursday at 1 pm. Check in for Friday is 1:00 pm, and you will
have access to the sewing room after you check in. If you plan to arrive earlier than 1:00 pm on Friday, please contact Lynn Barr to determine whether you will be able to start sewing before 1 pm.
Retreat sign-up forms are on pages 15-16, and reservations can still be made.
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Modern Vortex Quilt Class with Debby Kratovil
January 12, 2019 [Saturday, 6 hours], $48 + $15 kit fee

Create a modern version of the historic vortex quilts from the 1920s using pre-cut strips
in two colors and a common Dresden Plate template and construction. This can be
made in a multi-color version, also shown.
This class includes great techniques, short cuts, and modern approaches to an old favorite. We will also learn:
Working with a Dresden plate template
Invisible machine appliqué using monofilament thread
Setting a block on point
Accurate ¼-inch piecing
Kit fee (paid to teacher in class) includes the pattern and the 18 degree wedge ruler. If
you already own Darlene Zimmerman’s EZ Dresden tool (an 18 degree multi-sized
Dresden tool), the pattern fee is $8.
Sign-ups are underway. $48 payment (check written to RQU or cash) needed to secure your
spot!
Contact Virginia Hodge (lochinmar@verizon.net) to sign up.
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Inspiration! History! Techniques! Our Winter Programs:
January 22, 2019, Hexies in History, Mary Kerr
The simple hexagon has been a staple in our quilting traditions for more than 300
years. Early patterns employed this versatile shape in quilts we know as Mosiac or
Honeycomb. In the 20th Century, this hexagon piecing became known as Grandmother’s Flower Garden. The basic shape has not changed over time, but the fabric
choices, piecing methods, and overall designs are reflective of the resources that were
available to each maker in her time. Mary Kerr will share pieces and inspiration from
numerous collections.. More information about Mary Kerr is available at her website:
http://www.quilterbydesign.com/
February 26, 2019, So Who Are You Anyway?, Bonnie Rhoby
Our very own Reston member, Bonnie Rhoby, who came to us from Michigan, will present a trunk show of her work and quilting journey as a quilter and a quilt shop owner.
March 26, 2019, Diamond Divas and Drama Queens – Colored Gemstones as Design Inspiration, M.J. Kinman
MJ makes the biggest diamonds in the world. Yet instead of working with the hardest
substances on Earth, she works with the softest – cloth and paint. She works in a
large format to convey the light and color encased within its facets. Her work has been
exhibited in galleries, museums, and national juried competitions. Her current series is
based on the National Gem Collection at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History. Coming to us from Kentucky, MJ is also a certified Executive Bourbon
Steward. More information is available at her website: http://www.MJKinman.com/
and at www.Facebook.com/MJKinmanTextileArtist.
This slide lecture and trunk show chronicles her 20-year adventure in learning how
to create the biggest diamonds in the world in cloth. In addition to showing the diamond quilts, she will talk about how she selects gems that qualify as “divas and drama queens” and what they teach us about how to add sparkle to any quilt. MJ will
also talk about the techniques to create and assemble the many pieces in each diamond, materials she uses to create the wash of color and light across a gem's surface, and the quilting techniques that enhance a gem's facets. And, as so often
happens with any quilter’s decades-long journey, MJ will share what she has
learned from her leap from the Corporate Life into the Creative Life.
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Bite-Size Gem Quilts: Creating a Small Faceted Quilt, with MJ Kinman
Wednesday, March 27, 2019, 10am to 4 pm
Cost = $40 for class, NO kit fee
Techniques: Pattern-Making and Freezer Paper Piecing
Using the design and piecing techniques that MJ relies on to create her diamond
portraits, students will create their own singularly beautiful work of faceted light. After choosing from one of several pre-selected images based on their skill level, students will learn how to code each piece for color, location, and adjacency; position
template pieces onto hand-painted fabric to achieve the desired light effects; and
ultimately create their own unique study in faceted color. Students will leave the
class with a small top that can later be hand- or machine-quilted at home.
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January Block of the Month
Fabric Requirements - One 7.5" square, one 3.5" square, one 2.5" strip

Purple Square - 7", Pink Square -3.5",
White Strip - 2.5" by WOF
Keep the large square aside.
Use the 2.5" strip to frame the small pink square.

Stitch using a scant 1/4" seam
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January Block of the Month

Now, all you have to do is make half square triangles from these two squares.
Draw two diagonal lines (stitch lines) on the back of the purple fabric, ¼” from the diagonal.

Stitch on the lines, 1/4" from the diagonal.
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And then cut along the diagonal to make two half square triangle blocks.

Square to 7”.
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The blocks are due the first meeting in January 2019.
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2019 QU Quilt Show Registration
It’s Time!!! Are your quilts ready or ‘almost ready’ for the QU Show.
The QU Show will be here before we know it and although we all cringe at the thought of finishing a
quilt by February 28 for a June show, it is a necessary step in the process. Hopefully you have been
working on your best quilts and didn’t give them away for holiday gifts (or can ask for them back for a
special exhibit). If you do need to ‘borrow’ them back, it will only be for a short time, once for a picture in January or February, and then for a period of 3 weeks from mid-May til June 2 for the show.
All quilts are needed for a photo session picture which will be scheduled for January or February. The dates are still being worked out for all chapters. You may take your quilt to any chapter’s
photo session if that is more convenient, as long as it is completed which means Quilted, Bound
and Hanging Sleeve (NO EXCEPTIONS) when ready for the picture. The show label must be completed when the quilts are collected in mid-May for the show. The chapter photo schedules will be
available for all chapters soon.
QUESTIONS – Ask Brenda Maas!
Brenda Maas is our Reston Quilt Collector for the show this year and will help you with everything
you need to know for your quilt registration. This is a brief overview of the registration process and
some general info to help you get started.
Register ONLINE:
The website is www.qushowentry.com. Registration is live on January 1st. Before you start your
registration process, be sure to have all the information ready about the quilts you plan to register
(see the QU show checklist on the QU Website above near the bottom of the page). When you open
your registration, register yourself as a quilter, then proceed to enter your quilt information. You may
register more than one quilt during this registration step, up to a total of 5. If you register a quilt at a
later time, you will have to re-register as a quilter. Be sure to enter all the Required Fields. After
quilt registration completion, you will receive a confirmation form, then a confirmation email. You
MUST print one of these forms and bring it with you when you have your quilt(s) photographed.
Each QU member may register up to four (4) quilts of your choice and one additional quilt as part of
the Show Challenge – Sea to Shining Sea. Each of your quilts should be given a priority of 1 to 4 in
the event that there is insufficient room at the exhibit to hang all the registered quilts. You will be notified in late April if this happens.
If there is a special group challenge that you would like to have included for the QU Show exhibit,
please provide the name of the challenge, with a brief description to Brenda Maas to include in the
Quilt Registration process.
WHAT IF SOMETHING IS MISSING OR WRONG?
Don’t worry, our RQU quilt collector, Brenda, has access to make updates to your quilt registration if
you discover that you entered something that should be changed. A very important item might be
that the size should be 10 x 12, not 100 x 12….SIZE does matter!!! And we know that typing errors
can occur as well as spelling and grammar…so check your quilt registration confirmation page carefully after each entry and let Brenda know if something should be updated.
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This Reston Challenge is
“Something Else”!
It seems that we are in the season of weddings.
You’ve all heard the traditional wedding rhyme:
Something Old
Something New
Something Borrowed
Something Blue
Something old represents continuity; something new offers optimism for the future; something borrowed symbolizes borrowed happiness; something blue stands for purity and love.
For our challenge, use a piece of fabric or embellishment from the following four categories:
Something Old
Use an old fabric from your stash that has been sitting around too long. Use something that you have
been saving for something special. Or perhaps a piece of lace or linen that was handed down to you.
Something New
Purchase a new fabric. Support your Local Quilt Shop! A fat quarter is less than $4.

Something Borrowed
Trade a piece of fabric with another member or quilter. Let’s have a fat quarter swap! Any RQU member that is interested in a swap should bring a fat quarter, thread or an accessory to NEXT MEETING
to trade. Get to know the members of the guild!
Something Blue
It doesn’t matter how much or where you use it, but the quilt should have something blue.
Use your imagination! There are no rules except to use something from the four categories to create
“Something Else”. Your Quilt should not exceed 60 inches.
The Chapter members’ results from this challenge will be displayed at the June 2019 Quilt
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Reston Spring Retreat
April 25, 26, and 27
(April 24 Optional)
Bon Secours Retreat and Conference Center
1525 Marriottsville Rd
Marriottsville, Md. 21104
Phone 410-442-3120
Website: www.RCCBONSECOURS.COM

Name: ____________________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________________
Home Phone: _______________________________________
Cell Phone: ________________________________________
Emergency Contact Name: ___________________________________Phone:_______________
Cost: $326.00
Friday and Saturday nights. Includes individual room per person and the following meals: Friday dinner,
Saturday breakfast, lunch and dinner and Sunday breakfast and lunch.
__81.00______2nd Payment due Dec. 11
__82.00______3rd Payment due Jan. 22
__82.00______4th Final payment is due by March 1, 2019.
Make checks payable to Reston QU and give/mail to Lynn Barr (address on next page)
Refunds until April 1, 2019. After this date you will need to find a replacement.
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Reston Spring Retreat (Continued)
Optional: Thursday night stays are available and may be reserved by calling Bon Secours directly at 410442-3120 to reserve a room. Those opting to add a Thursday night stay may add meals for Thursday dinner
and Friday breakfast and lunch or may just book a room with no meals. Rates for the extra night stay vary
depending on if you opt for meals or no meals.

Food and drink are allowed in the sewing room. The center provides access to two hospitality rooms which
features a bowl of fresh fruit, coffee, tea, pitchers of ice water, and assorted juices.
Bon Secours is able to accommodate some special dietary restrictions. If you have special diet needs please
let Lynn or Jennifer know. We will see if Bon Scours can accommodate your needs.
We will need volunteers to bring the following items please indicate if you can provide any of the following
by circling the item.
Iron:

I can bring

Ironing Board:

I can bring

Large Cutting Mat:

I can bring

Design Wall:

I can bring

Table Risers

I can bring

For room set up planning purposes please indicate if you are bringing a sew-EZI or similar table by checking below.
________Sew-Ezi table or similar table
Completed forms with the initial payment may be turned in at the next meeting to Lynn Barr or may be
mailed to Lynn Barr at 5038 Dequincey Dr, Fairfax, VA 22032. Additional installment payments should be
sent to Lynn Barr.
If you have any questions you can call Lynn at 703-323-5956
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Bits and Pieces
•
•

The BigQU web site is www.quiltersunlimited.org. It contains info on how to make a sleeve for a
quilt show quilt.
Joshua’s Hands Valiant Warrior Quilting Event—Jan 18-27, 2019
Joshua’s Hands will host 10 days of quilting fun to make handmade quilts for service men
and women wounded while serving our country. All are welcome! No sewing experience or
registration needed. All materials are provided but donations are appreciated. Come for an
hour or the day.

•

FREE

•

Hours—1/18-27/19: 9am –9 pm; Sundays 1-9 pm

•

201 N Maple Ave., Purcellville, VA 20132, next to Smokin’ Willies

•

Visit www.JoshuasHands.org for call 540-454-7827 for more information.

Since 2011, Joshua’s Hands has made and shipped more than 1500 quilts to field hospitals,
This community event has people of all ages laughing, stitching, and learning from each other. This is a great service project for groups or teens needing service hours. We also welcome quilts/tops made at home—see our web site for requirements, This opportunity is offered each January and July/August.

•

•

•

Activities of potential interest:
•

Southern Comforters of Bowie, Mar 23-24, 2019, Samuel Ogle Middle School, Bowie,
MD, www.southerncomforters.org

•

Quilt Expo 2019, Mar 23-24, 2019, The Park School Athletic Center, 2425 Old Court
Rd., Baltimore, MD, www.baltimorequilters.com

•

Northern Shenandoah Quilt Show, April 12-14, 2019, Clarke County Parks and Rec
Center, Berryville, VA. Www.nsvquiltshow.com

•

Friendship Star Quilt Show, April 26-28, 2019, Montgomery County Fairgrounds Home
Arts Building, Gaithersburg, MD, www.friendshipstar.org

•

Mid-Appalachian Quilt Festival, July 12-14, 2019, Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, PA
(New Location, only 10 miles from Mt. Saint Mary’s)

