Friday, August 23, 2013

WESTERN PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY’S FAVORITE HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER

www.bullrunnow.com

Vol. 15 No. 1 ONE DOLLAR

Haymarket Quilters create beauty for others and camaraderie for members
By HEIDI BAUMSTARK
Observer staff

Story-telling comes in all
forms of song, drama, dance, art
and poems.
For those who can’t seem to
put the needle down, quilters participate in their own form of storytelling. By using various fabric
shapes, colors and themes, quilters
are masters at weaving together stories. More than creating works of
meaningful art with lasting beauty,
Haymarket Quilters Unlimited
(HQU) is also all about stitching
together lasting relationships.
Established in 2004, the Haymarket group is one of 11 chapters
in Quilters Unlimited of Northern
Virginia, which was founded in
1972 as a nonprofit organization..
HQU welcomes members and
visitors the first Thursday evening
of the month at Evergreen Fire Station in Haymarket.
Meetings include an Early
Bird Tricks and Techniques from
6:30-7 p.m., followed by the
group’s business news and then a
guest speaker at 7:30 p.m.
“Fun, Friendship and Learning
Together” describes the mission of
this diverse group of beginner-toprofessional quilters, ranging in age
from pre-teens to grandmothers.
Just a few years ago, the group had
about 60 members; today, there are
almost 100.
In addition to monthly meetings, the group hosts scheduled
workshops throughout the year and
recently participated in the 40th annual Quilters Unlimited Show at the
Dulles Expo Center in Chantilly.
Members gather from Haymarket and other points of Prince William as well as the neighboring
counties of Fairfax, Loudoun, Fauquier, and even as far away as
Strasburg, west of Front Royal. Socials, demonstrations, interesting
monthly speakers and show ‘n tell
of quilting projects are included in
each meeting.

Haymarket Quilters Unlimited meets monthly at Evergreen Fire Station in Haymarket. From left, Betty Ratliff, Bonny Siekman,
Carolyn Fulmer, Irene Grass and Line Kerr are part of a community service bee that is preparing a charity project at coCourtesy photo
president Pat Widener’s house in Gainesville.

Pat Widener of Gainesville, a
retired Fairfax County reading
teacher, shares a co-president title
with Carolyn Fulmer of Warrenton.
“We all really enjoy working
and learning together in classes, attending retreats, creating charity
projects, participating in quilting
challenge projects and meeting in
smaller group bees,” Widener said.
While the HQU membership
has several professional quilters, the
goal is to encourage all levels of
quilters. “We’ve seen an increase of
younger people who are interested.”
In addition to the members’
own personal quilting projects,
HQU has been busy stitching for
others. For example, HQU quilts
hang in two locations that serve the
entire community: Evergreen Fire
Station and Haymarket Town Hall.
Widener said, “We wanted to show
our appreciation for meeting there.”
Their generous donation of
other quilts expands to local charities. Betty Ratliff, HQU member
since 2005, said, “Charity quilts
increase our knowledge and appreciation of the needs of our community.” For example, HQU is
involved with Community Touch, a

homeless family shelter in
Bealeton. Now, the quilters hope to
widen their circle to benefit more
people in need.
At the September meeting, the
club will kick-off a new charity initiative, “What Touches Your
Heart?”
The group is investigating nine
charities to see how they can help
by providing quilts for veterans and
foster children in summer camp;
wheelchair or walker bags and lap
blankets for nursing homes; quilted
items for cancer patients; pillows
for breast cancer patients; and items
for homeless shelters.
Widener said quilters can select a charity; then, the group will
organize kits with directions that
will be tailored toward each particular charity so that quilters don’t have
to come up with the pattern themselves.
At their meetings, a variety of
topics and quilting styles are addressed. For example, Widener is
personally moving toward art quilts.
Instead of traditional block-square
patterns, this style incorporates interesting items such as using photographs as the base, landscape scenes

and fabrics cut into shapes such as
flowers, water features, etc.
In explaining the variety of
projects in which the group has engaged, Widener said, “We have a
real sense of collaboration and team
work; and it’s this sense of teamwork that has truly increased the
group’s positive enjoyment. We
keep coming back to our mission
statement. We want to have fun and
learn about quilting, and the friendships make it so rich.”
Line Kerr of Fairfax is a newer
member and serves as HQU’s newsletter editor.
She added, “I’m so glad to
have found this group, not only to
share and appreciate the art of quilting but especially for the camaraderie. These quilters are filled with
purpose and fun mixed with the serious business of uplifting individuals and groups in our community
with gifts from the heart, an irresistible combination.”
Widener shared how she first
got involved with quilting. “I
wanted to make a quilt for my son’s
wedding so I took a class. The quilt
was called ‘Trip around the World’

since I knew he was going to be
traveling with his wife. That was in
1997, and they really have traveled
all over the world, and they have
hung it up [in their home].”
After moving to Gainesville in
2007, Widener joined the quilting
group the following year because
her neighbor, Karen Sievert, happened to be a professional quilter
and invited her to a meeting.
Even though she had been
quilting since 1997, joining the
group really stepped up her interest
and knowledge.
“More importantly,” she
added, “it’s the friendships I’ve
made. I can’t imagine doing this on
my own. All the wonderful friends;
it’s such a meaningful thing. We’re
producing something from the
heart.”
Ratliff added, “I have made
lifelong friends through HQU. We
enjoy retreats where we renew and
restore not only our quilting but
also our friendships.”
HQU’s next meeting on Sept.
5 at 6:30 p.m. will feature a social
meeting, dinner and a kick-off of
the year by sharing details about
the upcoming 10 workshops, plus
information on special speakers,
three retreats and Saturday bees.
The Oct. 3 meeting will feature speaker Ann Littleton; her lecture is titled, “What to Do with
Those Fat Quarters?”
Evergreen Fire Station is located at 3510 James Madison
Highway (U.S. 15) in Haymarket.
Visit HQU’s website for more
meeting and workshop information at www.quiltersunlimited.org.
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